
Orinda is a great place to live.
Consistently ranked by the FBI

as one of California’s safest cities, it
is so crime free that residents often
leave doors unlocked and cars run-
ning while popping into the store for
a quick errand. But many longtime
Orindans will acknowledge, when
pressed, that there is another, less
lovely aspect to this pastoral paradise
– the face of interpersonal violence. 

      
Since 1999, there have been three

homicides in Orinda – all domestic
violence-related.

      
In addition, a glance at police

blotters reveals that multiple other in-
cidents – some violent, some that hold
the potential for escalation – occur
regularly. From January through
March 2015, three domestic distur-
bances were reported with one arrest
made for elder abuse. Police also re-
sponded to a restraining order viola-
tion in the 10 block of Orinda Way
and custody order violation at Del
Rey Elementary School. 

      
In 2014, one arrest was made for

corporal injury of a spouse. Police
also responded twice to custody order
violations at Glorietta Elementary,
handled two domestic disturbances,
one uncontrollable juvenile, three ju-
venile disturbances, and four calls for
missing or runaway juveniles. Other
worrisome situations during the past
16 months included nine batteries,
one of which was a felony, unwanted
guests or harassment at the library,
one arrest for brandishing a weapon,
and nine reports of threats made, six
of which resulted in arrest.

      
Troubling as these statistics are,

there is hope, says Orinda Vice-
Mayor Victoria Smith. During a re-
cent Contra Costa County Mayors’
Conference meeting, Smith learned
that the county has added a new tool
in its fight to break the cycle of vio-
lence – a centralized center where res-
idents affected by family stress,
domestic violence, child or elder

abuse, sexual assault, or human traf-
ficking can get help. 

      
“If you’re in such a horrible situ-

ation – psychologically, emotionally,
physically – you’re facing an entire
change to your life,” observes Smith.
“The idea that you can now go to just
one place that is going to provide you
with that whole network of services,
it will take a chunk of the horrible
burden off your shoulders – of anyone
who needs help.”

      
Until now, survivors of violence

were forced to navigate a confusing
maze from police to attorneys, shel-
ters, the courts and other agencies.
Recounting a story from the mayors’
conference, Smith describes one do-
mestic violence survivor reporting an
incident to authorities in one town
only to be sent to Martinez to obtain
a restraining order. Expected to com-
plete a blizzard of forms before the of-
fice closed in 30 minutes, she was
then told she would also need to visit
the Pittsburg Police – without consid-
ering the lack of public transportation
or the victim’s need for shelter and
other aid.

      
On March 19, that process

changed with the opening of the Fam-

ily Justice Center at Todos Santos
Plaza in Concord (www.cocofami-
lyjustice.org/). “The Family Justice
Center model has been identified as a
best practice by the United States De-
partment of Justice, and is employed
in eighty communities worldwide,”
says Susun Kim, Esq., the executive
director who oversees operations of
both the central branch FJC  in Con-
cord and the western branch in Rich-
mond.  “We bring resources to meet
the needs of children, youth and fam-
ilies impacted by interpersonal vio-
lence.”

      
The west county branch was

founded in 2011 in response to the
county’s Zero Tolerance for Domestic

Violence initiative (www.contra-
costazt.org/). Kim was named as its
first executive director in March
2014. That same month, countywide
strategic planning began for the cen-
tral branch in Concord.  

      
“When survivors of interpersonal

violence seek help, they are often
frustrated by a fractured system,” ex-
plains Kim. “They may have to travel
to multiple locations and tell their sto-
ries repeatedly. National estimates
show that victims may have to access
as many as 32 different agencies for
assistance. These hurdles can discour-
age their efforts and cause many peo-
ple to simply stop seeking help. The
Center brings public and private part-
ners together under one roof to pro-
vide wrap-around services. For
families seeking services, coming to
one location is faster, more immedi-
ately helpful, and far less expensive
than traveling to multiple locations
throughout the county. Victims no
longer need to tell their stories multi-
ple times, papers are filed right away
and cases are completed more
quickly, with the ultimate result that
families can be safer sooner.”

                     
... continued on page A9

Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Citizens' Infrastructure
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, May 13, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
22 Orinda Way

Public Meetings

A6 Wednesday, April 22, 2015www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

City Council
Special Budget Meeting:
Tuesday, May 4, 7 p.m. 
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, April 28, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, May 11, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Alarms 42
911 calls 2
Barking Dog

400 block Moraga Wy
Burglary, Auto

10 block Camino Encinas
200 block El Toyonal
20 block Orinda Wy
Bank of the West (2)

Burglary, Residential
10 block Los Amigos

Fire/EMS Response
10 block Crest View Dr

Forgery
10 block Northwood Dr

Petty Theft 
90 block Moraga Wy

Juvenile Disturbance
10 block Valley Dr
80 block Donald Dr

Loud Party
Brookwood/Spring Rds

Loud Music
Spring/Underhill Rds

Missing Adult
20 block Crest View Ter
400 block Tahos Rd

Petty Theft
20 block Van Ripper

Public Nuisance
400 block Tahos Rd

Promiscuous Shooting
40 block Valley View Dr

Reckless Driving
Camino Pablo/Claremont Av
Moraga Wy/Brookside Rd

Susp. Circumstances 2
Suspicious Vehicle 8
Suspicious Subject 6
Traffic Stops 54
Trespass

20 block Orinda Wy
Vandalism

El Toyonal/Alta Vista

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
March 29-April 4

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com

plus!
If a down payment is standing between you and the home 
of your dreams, SAFE can help. With a SAFE97 Home Loan, you 
can purchase with a down payment as low as 3% and get up to 
$3,000 toward closing costs.* Whether you’re ready to purchase, 
or refinance a current loan, SAFE has a variety of home loan 
solutions to meet your family’s needs. Learn more about the 
financial tools that make financing 
your home a breeze – stop by 
a SAFE branch today or visit us 
online at safecu.org/homeloans.

That’s a

NMLS# 466072

*Offer expires 6/30/2015. Owner-occupied properties only. Not available for refinance of existing SAFE loan. Terms and conditions subject to 
change. Income restrictions and additional conditions apply. See SAFE for details.

A new home with a
low down payment.

(800) SEE-SAFE   
safecu.org/homeloans Change the way you bank.

UP TO

TOWARD 
CLOSING COSTS

$3,000
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CalBRE# r00445794, CalBRE# 01181995 ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a 
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

925.360.9588 925.708.9515 www.TheHattersleys.com

MARKET ACTION REPORT March 2015

Top 1% of NRT Agents Worldwide. Top 100 Coldwell Banker San Francisco Bay Area 2014
Our transactions in 2014 ranged from $850,000-$5,600,000

Median means Middle (the same # of properties sold above and below Median) (000's)

Median Sales 3 Mo Avg Median Sales Average Sold Price 3 Mo Avg Sales Price

Lamorinda-Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda

david collins

PAINTING

dcollinspainting@gmail.com

925.254.6882
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RESIDENTIAL RESTORATION PAINTING SPECIALIST

Specializing in Wood Rot Repair with Epoxy
Over 30 years in business

Long-time resident of Orinda 

A Beacon of  Hope
New Family Justice Center to help Orinda families break the cycle of violence
By Laurie Snyder
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Domestic Violence Related Incidents: Jan. 1, 2014 – April 12, 2015. 
Source: Contra Costa County Office of the Sheriff, Investigations Division, Crime Analysis Unit.




